
Complementing investment in 
the City Region
The future of Sheffield City Region has never looked 
brighter than it looks today.

Alongside our proposals for The Leisure Hall, exciting city centre plans for the 
Sheffield Retail Quarter are also taking shape. These landmark schemes for 
Sheffield complement one another and demonstrate the growing strength 
and attractiveness of the City Region’s economy. Together, these schemes will 
boost the overall appeal of the City and help the City Region as a whole realise 
its vast potential.

With rising competition from other cities such as Manchester, Nottingham and 
Leeds - which are also looking to draw in more visitors from across the country 
and internationally - it is important  that Sheffield continues to secure major 
investment and enhance its retail and leisure offer.

Together The Leisure Hall and Sheffield Retail Quarter will boost the overall 
appeal of Sheffield and help the City Region as a whole realise its potential - 
without undermining investment in towns like Barnsley and Rotherham.

3% not supportive

4% unsure

93% support
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Our Vision
for Meadowhall 

What you told us
We have been consulting on our 
plans for The Leisure Hall since 
May this year, and we 
are delighted with the 
overwhelming show of 
support from the local 
community.

Around 1,500 people 
attended our two public 
exhibitions of the plans 
in June, with 93% of 
participants giving their 
backing to our proposals. 
The public consultation 
feedback we have 
received so far has 
shown that improving food and drink options, offering more leisure activities, 
and enhancing the overall Meadowhall experience are the most favoured 
elements of our plans. We are pleased that our vision for the Lesiure Hall ties 
in with what the vast majority of respondents would like to see added to 
Meadowhall.

In addition to providing more detail about our plans and explaining how local 
feedback has helped to shape the scheme, we hope our consultation event 
today will answer any questions you might have about the sustainability of 
our proposals and how we have worked to ensure that The Leisure Hall will 
strengthen local infrastructure.

Sheffield City Region is growing and we want Meadowhall to evolve with it. Our vision is to create a 
fantastic visitor experience which complements the retail offer in Sheffield City centre and builds on 
the economic potential of the City Region.  Our proposed new Leisure Hall at Meadowhall, linked 
to the existing centre, will provide a great new place to spend time with family and friends, attract 
investment into the area, create jobs for local people and boost the regional economy.  We’re 
excited about the future of Sheffield City Region.  We hope you are too - do let us know what you 
think of our updated proposals.
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The Leisure Hall

Alongside our ongoing refurbishment, we’re proposing a new 330,000 sq ft Leisure Hall.  Housed within an 
elegant glass roof, The Leisure Hall will integrate with the existing centre to create a new, multi-level, 
landscaped mall with high quality internal and external spaces for events and community use.
The Leisure Hall will include:

The old multiplex in the Oasis will be transformed into other leisure uses.
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We are proud of our record that 94% of all jobs in Meadowhall are held by 
Sheffield City Region residents and will enter into a legal obligation to ensure 
that the majority of the new jobs created at The Leisure Hall will be available to 
residents of the local community and across Sheffield.

Our proposals for The Leisure Hall will unlock significant economic benefits and 
help to grow the Sheffield and wider City Region economy, including:

540 new jobs during the construction phase of the scheme

Up to 1,400 new permanent jobs once The Leisure Hall opens

Opportunities for local businesses to help construct and support the 
operation of The Leisure Hall. Our target is to ensure that at least 30% of 
total construction costs are delivered by businesses within 25 miles of 
Meadowhall.

Retaining a significant amount of spending per year in the local economy, 
some of which could otherwise be lost to competing Cities such as 
Manchester, Nottingham and Leeds

Boosting Sheffield’s already attractive leisure and retail offer and 
complementing the regeneration of the City centre

A greener, more attractive Meadowhall with more outdoor space

Since opening in 1990 Meadowhall has contributed 18% of all business 
rates collected in Sheffield.  When open, The Leisure Hall will generate 
even more business rates for the Council purse, which could be used to 
support a range of key local services.  With Sheffield City Council set to 
keep 100% of business rates in the future, the arrival of The Leisure Hall will 
considerably boost the Council’s yearly income.

Responding to customer demand
Since Meadowhall opened for business 26 years ago, the demands of our 
visitors have continued to evolve. We have had to be on the front foot to 
meet the changing needs of our visitors and ensure that we offer a desirable 
shopping environment. To achieve this, most recently we have been working 
on our £60m refurbishment programme which will make the centre easier 
to get around and includes new mall seating and lighting, as well as the 
installation of new artwork.

Meadowhall has a wide ranging and growing retail offer – seen with the arrival 
of leading retailers such as Jack Wills, Michael Kors and Kiko Milano in recent 
months - but an increasing amount of feedback from our visitors tells us that 
they do not just want a great place to shop. Many of our visitors are looking for 
Meadowhall to become a destination where they can relax, enjoy a meal with 
family and friends, or do fun activities around some retail therapy.

Whilst Meadowhall has a limited leisure offer, it does not meet the needs of the 
modern shopping experience and, currently, the centre does not have the 
right type of spaces to make this happen. Our proposals for The Leisure Hall will 
enable us to provide a range of leisure options which can compete with other 
major shopping centres across the country, and make sure that Meadowhall 
remains a UK leading shopping destination.

New places to eat and drink including a cafe court and dining 
areas, hosting premium and UK leading brands and local 
independent operators

An open air roof terrace that will allow visitors to dine outside at 
Meadowhall for the first time

A state-of-the-art multiscreen cinema to replace the old multiplex 
in the Oasis

Other leisure facilities such as bowling, table tennis, clip and climb, 
urban golf could be included

A small food store



A Landmark Building 
With The Leisure Hall, we aim to create an inviting, eye-catching landmark for 
Sheffield City Region. We have carefully planned the design of the scheme to 
achieve this and also make sure that The Leisure Hall design balances well with 
the existing Meadowhall site.

The iconic feature of the scheme is the elegant glass roof which has been 
designed to ripple over The Leisure Hall. Once built, The Leisure Hall will bring a 
unique piece of architecture to Sheffield City Region and become a fantastic 
addition to the area’s skyline.

Importantly, our approach to the design of The Leisure Hall will create a more 
enjoyable visitor experience: wayfinding around Meadowhall will be improved 
by delivering large, easy to find entrances; and the spectacular glass roof will 
mean that the centre is bathed in natural light.

Investing in Sustainable Design
As part of the Outdoor City concept, the indoor and outdoor public spaces will 
be extensively landscaped and laced with areas of new planting throughout.

The proposed new multi-storey car park will be used as a further opportunity to 
ensure that The Leisure Hall incorporates green principles where possible, with 
plans to deliver ‘living walls’ on the outside of the car park. The living walls will 
wrap around the multi-storey car park with a range of climbing plants, which will 
be grown at local nurseries in advance.

The Leisure Hall has also been brought forward with carbon reduction targets 
in mind by including plans to install solar panels on the roof of the new cinema. 
Significantly, these solar panels will be a source for at least 10% of The Leisure 
Hall’s energy consumption.

Design & 
Sustainability
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The Outdoor City 
With one third of it sitting within the Peak District, Sheffield rightly has a 
reputation as ‘The Outdoor City’. It is England’s greenest urban area, with more 
than 200 parks, woodlands and gardens, and over half of Sheffield residents 
live in within 15 minutes of open countryside. 

We want Meadowhall to reflect Sheffield’s greenness, its culture of outdoor 
activity and its stunning scenery. Our proposed Leisure Hall will include 
improved landscaping, bringing the outdoors in and creating an attractive 
and comfortable environment. We’ll also be providing more outdoor space 
and improving the public realm for visitors to the centre to enjoy. 
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Highways & 
Accessibility
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As part of our planning application for The Leisure Hall we have considered carefully how the scheme can positively contribute towards enhancing the 
transport network within the area around Meadowhall.

We’ve listened to our visitors and staff and are proposing a multi-million investment package to improve the local road network and encourage more 
people to walk, cycle or use public transport.

The package of measures being proposed will not only improve access to and from Meadowhall but will also ease wider congestion across the local 
road network.

Public Transport accessibility at Meadowhall is due to be 
further improved with the provision of the Bus Rapid Transit 
and the impending running of the Tram-Train in 2017. All of 
this will enhance and strengthen links with both Rotherham 
and Sheffield and provide further travel options for customers 
and staff, with an increased focus on the Meadowhall South 
Tram Stop.

We are working with the South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive to understand how we can improve the Meadowhall Passenger 
Transport Interchange to further increase Meadowhall’s connectivity across Sheffield City Region and beyond.

The scheme will make it easier for drivers to travel to and 
from Meadowhall by delivering:  

High-tech electronic signage which will show car 
park space availability and live information on the 
local highways network. This will reduce queuing 
around Meadowhall

A new multi-storey car park, ensuring that no parking 
spaces will be lost by developing The Leisure Hall

Increasing the number of parking spaces for disabled 
visitors

Our plans for The Leisure Hall include a range of proposed 
measures to encourage our visitors and staff to access the 
centre by foot, bicycle or public transport; and improve air 
quality.  These include:

Electric car charging points, making Meadowhall a 
more attractive destination to full electric or hybrid 
car users 

Subsidised public transport tickets for staff

A new secure cycle parking hub with changing, 
shower, locker and cycle maintenance facilities

Improving pedestrian crossings linking to the centre

Improving existing pedestrian and cycle paths

New separate cycle and pedestrian paths, as well 
as a widened two-way cycle and pedestrian lane 
through the site

A commitment to working with taxi companies to 
better co-ordinate their activity and reduce carbon 
emissions

Using our website and Mallcom App to encourage 
the use of pedestrian, bicycle or public transport to 
get to Meadowhall

M1 Junction 34 North 
Improvements will be made to the M1 Junction 34 North 
roundabout by providing a dedicated free flow lane from 
Meadowhall Road to the motorway. This will help to reduce 
queues on the approach to the motorway.

M1 Junction 34 South 
Improvements will be made to the M1 Junction 34 South 
roundabout and Sheffield Road to provide additional 
capacity for drivers and improve queuing on the 
approach to the motorway.




